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Costs’ increase

Publisher APC in 2016 APC in 2019

Frontiers 1530 2157

MDPI 1175 1218



APC central fund

• 31 out of 68 articles funded are published in MDPI journals

• Mean value for 2020 1483 Euro (further increase compared to 2019)



Who pays for what?

year articles
open green and 
gold % paid by UNIMI hybrid oa gold

2019 6956 3430 49% 189 23 1689

2020 2832 1794 63% 68… 672

Unimi paid for 11% of its oa gold articles. The other oa gold articles
were paid by other institutions. We must bear in mind that the 

percentage of oa articles paid by our institutions is a small part of the 
oa articles coauthored by our researchers. 



Making informed decisions

• Foster a cultural change (our researchers have to understand the 
costs of scientific communication)

• Be able to collect our institutions’ data (and not rely on data provided
by publishers)

• Try to experiment with different models (green, gold, diamond, 
publishing plattforms…)



Try to experiment with different models…..
50 journals indexed in 
the DOAJ

Open access diamond

Based on voluntary
work of 50 editorial
boards, hundreds of 
reviewers

1 million downloads
last year

Cost of the plattform
10.000 euros


